BRITISH ATHLETIC FEDERATION

Course Measurement Working Party

Saturday 9th November 1996

Those Present
John Disley - AIMS/TIAAF Course Measurement Co-ordinator (Chairman)
Paul Hodgson - BAF Course Measurement Secretary
Max Coleby - Course Measurement Working Party
Mike Tomlins - Course Measurement Working Party
Jack Selby - Course Measurement Working Party
Phil Holland - Midlands Measurement Secretary
Michael Sanford -  Southern Measurement Secretary
Alan Ritchie - Northern Measurement Secretary
Martin Dyde - Welsh Measurement Secretary
Roger Gibbons - Former Southern Measurement Secretary
Norrie Williams - Observer, Scottish Athletics Federation
Hugh Jones - Observer/ Secretary AIMS

1. Minutes From Previous
Corrections to the previous minutes are as follows :

4ii) - should read " BAF rules state that not more than 1% of the
course should be off road". In addition it was generally thought that the
discrepancy regarding the classification of multi terrain events was
understated. According to the existing rules BARR are issuing
certificates for events which would not qualify under BAF rules.

Due to the increase in the number of trail events there is an increasing
need to clarify this confusing situation. The Secretary was actioned to
write to the BARR secretary for clarification.

5ii) Should have included an increase in the rate for travelling expenses
from 20-30 pence per mile.

2. Matters Arising

5iv)

Despite the fact that at last years meeting it was agreed that :
any official who provides measuring services to a race
organiser and then fails to submit a report for certification
should be deleted from the list of accredited course measurers.

The problem still persists particularly with one individual in the Midlands
Counties. Some weeks ago the Grade I measurer in question had been given until 18th
November to submit his oustanding paperwork to the Area Secretary, at the time of
the meeting no reports had been forthcoming.
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The commitee agreed that if the deadline passed without any response the Chairman
would write to the individual seeking an explanation for his inactivity.

If his reply was unsatifactory the working party would then submit a recommendation
to th BAF Road Running Commission that the individual be remove from the register
of qualified measurers.

It was with consternation that the committee learnt that the same individual

was apparently responsible for the staging of a BAF Championship event without the
issue of a race permit.

3. AIMS/IAAF Matters :

The Chairman reported that the AIMS/IAAF Road Running Council had met
in Dublin in October, during which the status of International Measurement Officials
was reviewed. The progress of course measurement throughout the world was also
discussed. It was noted that few countries have the same structure for the development
of measurement as in the UK, where it is progressed from club to international level. It
seems many National bodies are not concerned with the development of course
measurement.

A recent training seminar in South Africa where road running remains hugely
popular produce a high calibre of delegates.

The IAAF have still failed to recognised the criteria laid down for the
validation of world records, two attempts to discuss this matter have failed due to the
Federations apparent disregard for Road Running. However, it was reported that some
member countries have independently accepted the recommendations. Questioned on
the need for International events to be measured independently by a measurer from
another country, the Chairman stated that the only requirement was that the measurer
should be of Grade A or B status, his nationality was not a consideration.

The advantages and disadvantages of the use of solid tyres was discussed at
length. The Southern Counties representative is currently carrying out field studies on

the use of various types of tyres on differing road surfaces and promised to submit his
findings to the Working Party.

4. Report BAF Secretary

i) Upgrading Of Measurement Officials

It was reported that despite last years revision to the procedure for the
upgrading of measurement officials only three measurers had been promoted from
Grade 2 to 1. A request was made for the Area Secretaries to encourage existing
Grade 2 measurers to apply to the BAF Secretary for upgrading, however the
committee agreed that it would be beneficial if the Area representatives recommended
their best measurers for upgrading. A question was raised regarding the elevation to
International status, the Chairman stated that there was no recognised procedure but if
any Grade 1 measurer felt he had attained the attributes required he should write to
him stating his case.
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ii) Training Seminars
The recruitment of new officials was proving to be a problem in all

Areas except the Southern Counties, limited numbers of recruits were coming forward
but in insufficient numbers to justify the staging of Area Training Seminars. A proposal
for the staging of a National seminar was discussed but this could only be evaluated
when the number was trainees was known. It was decided that training of some kind
would have be staged in the Spring possibly with one seminar in the North, to include
Scotland, and one in the Midlands to include the South - depending on numbers,
otherwise those potential new recruits who have volunteered their services will lose
interest. It was also proposed that a magazine article be published in an effort attract
some new measurers. :

iii) BAF Certificates Of Course Accuracy
Only two BAF Certificates have been issued by the Secretary dunng
the current year, namely the London Marathon, and the Great North Run. The
Secretary reminded the Area officials that all BAF championship events should be
issued with a National certificate by the BAF Course Measurement Secretary.
However, it was stressed that this did not prevent the issue of an area certificate to
facilitate a race permit.

iv) Officials Booklet
Thanks mainly to the efforts of Roger Gibbons a draft of the Course
Measurement Officials Handbook has been available since the end of March, but due
to budgetary restriction had not been reproduced. Funding for this has now been
included in the current budget, unfortunately some of the information is now out of
date. Area Secretaries were therefore requested to provide the Secretary with details
of any changes in personnel, their addresses, and telephone/fax numbers.

v) Course Measurement Procedures Handbook
A request was made to replenish the BAF supplies of the AIMS/IAAF
Procedures Handbook. The Chairman had reported that the format of the booklet had
been under review, but no changes had been made, he undertook to write to the IAAF
headquarters to procure further copies of the booklet.

4. Reports From Area Secretaries
i) Northern Region

The course measurement registration system was operating satisfactorily,
although it was pointed out that certain Permit Secretaries were still issuing permits
without valid Certificates of Course Accuracy.

The Northern Co-ordinator reported that he had revised the format of the
Course Measurement Data Sheet which now included more details on the location of
the event. A new booklet of accurately measured course in the North was about to be
produced. It was reported that the number of active measurers in the region was
steadily reducing and as new recruits were few, future problems were envisaged.
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The difficult in measurer receiving their expenses was raised, Alan felt that
there should be something in writing outlining the responsibility of the organiser to pay
out of pocket expenses. It was pointed out that the course measurement officials
handbook had a section on "Advice To Race Organisers" which once reprinted, should
be more widely circulated. All agreed that the measurer should make it clear from the
outset that the organiser has a duty to pay him expenses.

The measurement of Trail Courses was briefly discussed, but it was agreed that
the principles of road race course measurement could not be applied to these events.

ii) Southern Counties

Michael Sandford has recently replaced Roger Gibbons as the Southern
Counties Secretary. Michael stated the Counties course measurement database has
details of 1730 races, of which approximately 1000 are currently active. The format of
the Race List was to be amended to include RRC Standards times.

Michael proposed the creation of a Course Measurement News, basically to
provide an effective means of communications between BAF's 160 measurement
officials. The proposal was discussed at length and all agreed that such a publication
was long overdue and could be modelled on the successful "Measurement News"
produced by Pete Reigel in the USA. The committee appointed Michael as editor and
actioned the Secretary to seek funding from BAF.

iii) Midland Counties

Phil replaced Stuart Holdsworth on 20th April 1996, and received a
comprehensive set of records all meticulously filed. Key information was also provided
on a database, from which the List Of Measured & Accurate Courses was produced.
The database currently contains details of 545 Midlands races, of which 326 appear on
the current list. Over the past six months the database has been enhanced to include
information on all measurement reports filed and certificates issued. The quarterly race
lists, and Certificates of Accuracy are now printed directly from the database, and
further improvements to the system are being developed.

Twenty measurers have measured Midlands courses during the past two years,
but of these only twelve (6 Grade 1, and 6 Grade 2) are currently fully active. The
impending retirement of Les Sims would leave a particular gap in Nottingham Area. It
was revealed that retirement may have been caused in part by the difficulty he
experienced in being recompensed for the measurement of an event in Sheffield. The
Chairman was requested to write to Les asking him to reconsider his decision.

A proposed Training Seminar in the autumn failed to attract sufficient
participants, but as in Wales new measurers are urgently needed. Two definite new
recruits are currently awaiting training, and a seminar will be arranged in the Spring
regardless of additional volunteers coming forward.

It was reported that in April there was a considerable number of permitted
events which had no current measurement certificate. The majority of these arose from
slackness in paperwork by race organisers and a lenient attitude by permit secretaries.
Most have now been rectified, although significant problems remain in two Counties
which should be resolved for the coming year.
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iv) Wales

Martin Dyde took over the duties of Dave Dodwell in March of this year after
Mike Lewis of AAW Road Running Committee had acted in a caretaker capacity
following the unfortunate retirement of David. As reported previously he was involved
in accident whilst performing his measurement duties, and has recently lost a long legal
battle for compensation which he was seeking for to the injuries he sustained resulting
in his incapacity to work. The committee agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to Dave
for all his efforts in past years.

Martin is now in receipt of all course measurement records and
correspondence, the lack of active measurement officials in the region is causing some
concern and a recruitment drive has been Jaunched. :

It was reported that in the past Race Organisers did not apply for renewal
certificates, this has resulted in a large proportion of registered courses with invalid
certificates. Efforts to rectify this are in hand, although it is proving difficult to get
some organisers to reply, and a shortage of course measurers may also be a problem.
To help facilitate this AAW Permit Secretaries are being encouraged to apply the rules
and only issue permits with stated distances if there is a valid certificate of course
accuracy. A total of twenty courses have been measured in the current year, double
that of last year.

v) Scotland

Norrie Williamson was in attendance as an observer from the Scottish Athletic
Federation. This was the first occasion when the SAF had been represented at a
meeting of he Working Party and his participation was most welcomed. He reported
that measurement details of some 50 courses were filed in the offices of the SAF,
some reports dating back to 1988.

The committee noted that all the Area Measurement Secretaries regularly
produce lists of accurately measured courses, but as yet no lists for races in Scotland
have been distributed on a regular basis. It was felt that this was due to a breakdown in
communications rather than a deficiency on the part of the Scottish Road Running
fraternity. However, in order that SAF events receive the recognition they deserve the
Chairman agreed to document the basic requirements of the course measurement
registration scheme for submission to the SAF observer.

5. Qutstanding Matters

i) Insurance

The failure in the High Court of Dave Dodwell to gain compensation for the
injuries he sustained in his accident was discussed at length. It was stressed that course
measurers are insured whilst carrying out their often dangerous duties, and Dave did
receive a payment through the BAF policy. The committee was most concerned at the
comments of the judge who described the calibration procedure as being "an improper
use of the highway". All agreed that this could have serious implications for future
claimants and the BAF legal departments should be urgently consulted on this matter.
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ii) Road Running Club Standard Times

This item was included on the agenda as Mike Tomlins had recently queried
whether sufficient guidance is given to measurers (particularly new measurers ) on
how to deal with the question of increased time allowances on hilly courses for the
RRC standard scheme. For the record, the existing procedure is as follows:

The measurer, when completing a BAF measurement summary form is
required to consider whether the severity of the course he has just measured (i.e.. the
amount of climb ) is such that the leading runners (that is, those runners attempting to
get inside the RRC's first class standards) need an additional time allowance in order to
achieve their objective. A sample of the RRC's 1st class standard is :

10k Sub 32:30 '

10 Miles Sub 53:00

Y2 Marathon Sub 71:00

Marathon Sub 2:35:00

Few courses are totally flat, but where the total amount of climb is considered
by the measurer to be above average (in excess of 300feet was the figure used by the
RRC's John Jewell, who was largely responsible in establishing the current way in
which we measure road races in this country), he / she, for example, recommend
a+ 1 minute allowance for a ten mile race, or maybe +3 minutes for a marathon.
Most measurers are either current or former runners themselves and the question on
the summary form merely requires them to take a view.

Although Stuart Holdsworth (along with John Jewell) remains on the RRC's
standards sub-committee, it was mentioned that he is no longer maintaining the RRC's
record of measured courses and therefore does not require a duplicate measurement
report from measurers. However, in cases where the measurer decides that an
additional time allowance for RRC standards purposes is appropriate this information
is required by the new standards secretary, Roddy Fisher, whose address is, Holland
House, Eaton, Windsor, Berks. SL4 6DZ.

Area measurement secretaries should send Roddy Fisher a copy of their
periodic list of measured events, and also instruct their measurers at the next
opportunity to send him a copy of the measurement summary form in cases where they
are recommending an increased time allowance - but not otherwise.

The use of an algorithm was mentioned, and also putting the onus on the
course measurer to estimate time based on spot levels from OS maps. The general
feeling of the party members was that the duties of the measurer were already
demanding, and in order to have conformity of application it should not be left to the
interpretation of the measurer. Max Coleby volunteered to prepare a discussion
document for the application of time allowance, to which the committee agreed.

Distribution :

Those Present :

Alan Warner - Chairman BAF Road Running Commission

Vera Duerdin - Hon. Secretary, BAF Road Running Commission



